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In Case You Havenõt Heard                    

About Our Eaglesõ Nest 

Newsletter of the Friends of Heinz Refuge at Tinicum 

In our last issue of 

Marsh Musings, I 

mentioned that we 

were looking into 

the purchase of a 

webcam so that in 

future years the 

public could watch eagles in their 

nest via internet connections.  But at 

that time, we were not sure whether 

or not our bald eagles would have a 

successful nesting this year. 

 So now that we know for 

sure that our eagles are the proud 

parents of two eaglets, we have 

taken the eagle webcam project off 

the back burner. 

 But we need your help!!  

The entire eagle cam project, in-

cluding equipment, labor, and tech-

nical considerations is estimated to 

cost approximately $12,000.00.  

 We are in the process of 

applying for a grant that will cover 

about half of this cost, but the grant 

requires matching funds.   

 This is where you, our 

readers, come into the picture.  

We ask that you support this great 

venture. Please turn to page  three 

of this newsletter, clip the donation 

form, and return it with your tax 

deductible donation.   Thanks.

In this far corner of the city of Phila-

delphia, about 5 miles from center 

city as the crow flies, a miracle has 

happened; Bald Eagles have success-

fully nested and produced two ea-

glets!  Last year, our eagles made a 

trial run.  They built a nest, but laid 

no eggs. 

We all waited with 

baited breath to 

see what would 

happen this year.  

Eagles do mate for 

life, and they do 

come back to the 

same nest year 

after year, so there 

were high hopes 

that we would see 

eaglets this year. 

In February adult 

eagles were ob-

served bringing fresh nesting mate-

rial to the nest.  In March, adults 

were observed sitting on the nest.  It 

appeared that maybe, just maybe, 

there were some eggs up there. 

Finally in early April, eagle nest 

watchers (on the ground) spotted two 

very young (8 to 10 days old) eaglet 

heads peeping over the edge of the 

nest!!!  At last ~ we were parents!!!! 

Another very exciting aspect of this 

situation is that the male eagle had a 

green band on his leg, indicating that 

he came from the state of New Jer-

sey, which had an eagle restoration 

project about 20 years ago.  Their 

success bred ours!!     Jean Diehl 

FOHR BOARD MEETINGS :  The public is  always welcome to attend 

Board Meetings, which are at 6:30 pm in the small building on the opposite 

side of the parking lot from the Cusano Center ~ 4th Tuesday of the Month. 

From the Presidentõs Pen 

|Photo by Bill Buchanan 
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On a personnel note, Refuge Admin-
istrative Assistant Jin Hong has 

taken a new position with the Nan-

tucket Conservation Foundation in 

Massachusetts with her last day in 
the refuge visitor center on May 7th.  

Best wishes to Jin in her new job 

where she will be working with 
plants, turtles and other biological 

projects. Plans are to fill behind Jin 

as soon as possible with the position 
reclassified as a Park Ranger for the 

visitor center and public use pro-

grams.   

Your donations are 

always welcome.  

They help us help 

the Refuge! 
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The official registration and financial information of the Friends of the Heinz Refuge at Tinicum may be obtained from 
the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free within Pennsylvania,  

1-800-732-0999.   

FWS Refuge Staff  

A Farewell, and A Welcome  

On the receiving end, please wel-

come new Refuge Law Enforcement 

Park Ranger Mike E. McMenamin, 

who joined the permanent full time 

ranks of the USFWS on April 25th.  

Mike ñEò will be with us this spring/

early summer prior to attending the 

Federal Law Enforcement Training 

Center (FLETC) in Georgia, after 

which he will be placed within the 

region, as well as a second Law En-

forcement Position that we are in the 

process of filling by early summer. 

Right now, the Deepwater BP oil slick has reached Breton National Wildlife 

Refuge on the Louisiana Coast. Since the start of this disaster USFWS has 

worked tirelessly surveying and monitoring wildlife, documenting landscape, 

deploying oil containment booms, acquiring resources for the protection of 

wildlife, and more. Protecting our wildlife and their habitat especially during 

an environmental disaster takes adequate budget funding. But we can help on a 

personal level as well.  Please tune in to http://www.nwf.org for instant up-

dates and opportunities to donate, and to otherwise help out. 

Mike  is seen here releasing a rehabilitated 

Mallard into the environment.                

              Photo by: Bill Buchanan 

Gulf Oil Spill Affects Many Refuges  
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We are so privileged to have an out-
standing natural resource in the John 

Heinz NWR. I have had the pleasure 

of visiting the refuge many times 

since returning from the Navy and 
bringing my daughter Alex, who is 

now 8.  Not only have I marveled at 

the natural beauty nestled within an 
urban environment, but at the dedi-

cation of the refuge's volunteers and 

staff.   So I want to take this time to 
thank the volunteers and staff at the 

refuge for their public service in 

making the John Heinz Wildlife Ref-

uge the incredible asset it is. 
 At the federal level, much 

has been done in the last year to pre-

serve and maintain our natural treas-
ures and our wildlife refuge system 

specifically.  It started with $280 

Million for Wildlife Refuges and 
fish hatcheries within the economic 

stimulus bill and concluded with the 

passage of a fiscal year 2010 budget 

which included $503.3 million; $20 

òProtection of Our Environment is Crucial to Our Country's       
Prosperity, Health, and Securityó  

Guest editorial by Congressman Joe Sestak, PA 7th District 

 

Yes, I want to support the Eagle Webcam Project at the Heinz Refuge! 

Did you know that Bald Eagles mate for life, and return to the same nest year after year? 

Next year, with your help, it will be possible to watch daily activities in our eaglesô nest  over the internet! 

The expected cost of the webcam project is approximately $12,000.00.  Working with partners of the refuge, we 

are hoping to raise matching funds to purchase  the necessary equipment for our Eagle Cam.  Your tax deductible 

donation will go a long way towards making this dream a reality. 

Please circle your desired donation,  

$25,      $50,      $100,      $250,      $500 

 Other  ___________________ 

 

And make your check payable to : 

ñFOHR Eagle Cam Projectò.   

Mail to:  FOHR Eagle Cam Project  

    PO Box 333 

      Folcroft PA, 19032-0333 . 

Name ________________________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip _________________________________________ 

 

Phone ________________________________________________ 
 

Email ________________________________________________ 

million above the President's request 

and $40.4 million above 2009 levels, 

providing for critically needed staff, 
implementing climate change strate-

gies, and improving conservation 

efforts. 

 I firmly believe it is critical 

to protect our environment. The 
health of our planet, and by exten-

sion our quality of life, is incumbent 

upon our vigilant and deliberate care. 

As stewards of the earth, it is our 
responsibility to protect species and 

habitats that are under the constant 

threat of extinction and degradation. 
Scientific research has shown that 

our planet is a complex set of rela-

tionships between species, habitats, 
people, governments and global mar-

ket forces.  Successful legislation 

must take a comprehensive ap-

proach, addressing the many factors 
that affect the balance of the envi-

ronment, wildlife and their habitats.  

 So, I again thank the volun-
teers and staff of John Heinz Wild-

life Refuge. Their work will allow 

my daughter and the generations that 
follow to experience the beauty of 

the refuge and benefit from the envi-

ronment it enhances and preserves. 

 

Congressman Joe Sestak and daughter, Alex, 

at grand opening of our wheelchair accessi-

ble nature trail.         Photo by Frank Doyle 
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Reflections of  a Bird Walk Leader  

By: Debbie Beer 

Why is Tinicum so special to me?  It 
could be the diversity of species that 

migrate through the refuge, or the 

wonderment of watching birds build 

their nests and raise their young, or 
the beauty of late-summer sunsets 

over the impoundment, or the lush 

green vistas of water, trees and 
reeds.  But actually I think the best 

part of the refuge is not the flora and 

fauna, but the people 

 As a volunteer bird walk 

leader, I have the opportunity to 
meet many different people, from all 

different backgrounds.  I enjoy meet-

ing new people as much as adding 
another life bird to my list!  Some 

are experienced birders, and others 

are just beginning.  I enjoy watching 

their reactions to whatever we are 
looking at, seeing their faces light-up 

at the sight of a Green Heron poised 

motionless in hunting, a Yellow 
Warbler singing, or an Oriole flying 

in and out of his hanging basket nest 

in care of its young. 

 Some people join a weekend 
bird walk simply to enjoy nature at 

the refuge.  They may not be com-

pletely focused on the birds, but they 

appreciate the companionship and 
outdoor exercise all the same.  The 

relaxed pace of a bird walk is a great 

way to experience nature.  The me-
dia coverage of Tinicumôs first pair 

of nesting Bald Eagles has attracted 

many local urbanites, some of whom 
have rarely seen wildlife.  It has been 

a huge pleasure to provide informa-

tion about Eagles to these onlookers 

who walked 1.5 miles into the refuge 
to see the birds.  I am always hoping 

that theyôll join the league of conser-

vationists who want to protect and 
conserve our natural resources, or at 

the very least, return to the refuge to 

see more wildlife! 

 I love when people ask me 

questions about things I hadnôt 
thought of, and many times donôt 

know the answer.  This encourages 

me to keep reading, keep learning, 

and continue asking questions my-
self.  It reminds me that there are so 

many different perspectives on life, 

and two people rarely think alike.  

 While leading bird walks, 

conversations occasionally turn to 
travelling.  This is a great topic 

among birders, as so many of us like 

to explore other areas to find new 
species.  I enjoy hearing about so 

many different travelling experi-

ences, and sharing my own.  Itôs a 

great way to exchange information 
about good destinations to visit (or 

avoid!), good tour leaders, or quirky 

anecdotes.   

 Lately, weôve been talking a 

lot about ñe-bird,ò the increasingly 
popular on-line system that allows 

you to enter bird sightings on the 

internet, storing your personal life 

list, and allowing you to create other 
summaries of data (e.g., year list, 

state list, bird census information, 

etc.).  E-bird was created and main-
tained by Cornell Lab of Ornithol-

ogy, which gains a lot of useful in-

formation by individual ñcitizen sci-
enceò data.  We debate how and 

when to give up our Avisys or other 

personal record-keeping systems and 

load our data into e-bird (I havenôt 

done it yet ï Iôll let you know how it 

goes!).  

 There wouldnôt be any bird 

walks without people to join them.  I 
am grateful and thankful to everyone 

who gets up early on weekends to 

explore this wonderful refuge at 
Tinicum.  Wonôt you join in the next 

Summer bird walk? 

People, Places and Things  

Photo by Ron Holmes 

Photo by Bill Buchanan Photo By:  Debbie Beer 
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ronment through successful environ-
mental education, regulations and 

strong conservation stewardship of 

protected wildlife habitat.   

 Even ñSwoopò from the 

NFL Philadelphia Eagles came to 
celebrate with us and our eaglets 

were featured in more than 150 

newspapers nationwide to promote 

conservation! Plans are now under-
way to install an eagle camera to 

watch the nest on line after the birds 

fledge and the coast is clear so as not 
to stress them. Eagles generally mate 

for life and return to the same nest 

each year. 

On the Biological Front 

 In the refuge biology pro-

gram, a new fisheries survey was 
just conducted to determine species 

diversity and abundance, as well as 

potential contaminants loads. Deer 
population studies are continuing 

with USDA-Aphis and spring noc-

turnal anuran surveys in partnership 

with the Philadelphia Zoo and NWR 
Frogwatch program confirmed state 

endangered coastal plains leopard 

frogs utilizing the frog pond habitat 
that we expanded last year. At the 

marsh restoration area we finished 

planting 40 new pine trees, each 6-8 

feet tall to grow as a sound buffer for 
I-95 and provide some new upland 

conifer habitat as they mature. 

New Features Due on Refuge 

 Construction work will soon 

begin on major upgrades to the ref-

uge geothermal power system, and 
we just received confirmation for an 

additional $200,000 next year 

(FY11) to increase our solar power 
systems.  Engineering and contract 

work has also began for our new 

wheelchair access fishing pier that 

will be located near the water struc-
ture on Darby Creek along the Dike 

Road as well as the new accessible 

boardwalk that will be installed to 
replace the old photo blind further 

down the Dike Road near the resto-

ration area and a new welcome arch-
way will be installed in front of the 

visitor center.  

 Visiting school groups are 

flocking to the refuge even more 

now during our busiest season.  We 
are always in need of volunteers to 

lend a hand with environmental edu-

cation programs, visitor center/gift 
shop staffing, roving naturalist and 

other dutiesé including eagle nest 

interpreters.  See page 9 of this 

newsletter for volunteer training 

opportunities. 

 With refuge trails open from 

sunrise to sunset, the longer summer 

days provide even more opportuni-

ties for healthy outdoor activities.  
Remember to bring your friends and 

families on out to enjoy the Refugeôs 

many free programs offered every 
weekend and discover new ways to 

connect back to nature on your Na-

tional Wildlife Refuge Systemé. 

where wildlife comes naturally. 

 Late spring/early summer is 
such a wonderful time of year in our 

National Wildlife Refuge System.  

Here at John Heinz NWR the frogs 

are calling and native pollinators are 
busy collecting pollen from colorful 

wildflowers, while neotropical song-

birds are serenading the woods and 
fields. As I put words to this article 

on April 29th, we have already had 

returning Baltimore orioles, warbling 
vireos, palm, pine, prairie, yellow, 

yellow-rumped and chestnut-sided 

warblers, barn and tree swallows, 

blue-gray gnatcatchers, brown 
thrashers, and green herons spotted 

this week, while the wild turkey con-

tinue to strut their stuff in plain view 

of the visitor center.   

 With more than 300 species 
of native birds recorded on the ref-

uge it is always a ñtweetò to enjoy, 

however 2010 gave us a very special 
blessing with our first ever bald ea-

gles chicks to hatch at John Heinz 

NWR!  These magnificent birds can 

reach a 90 inch wingspan and yet as 
our national symbol were almost 

wiped out from toxic chemicals such 

as DDT.  This year as we celebrated 
the 40 year anniversary of Earth 

Day, our two young Heinz Refuge 

eaglets provide a powerful testimony 
on how we have improved our envi-

 

By Gary Stolz 

Philadelphia 

Eagles   mas-

cot, SWOOP, 

checks out  

the Bald Ea-

gle nest at the 

Heinz Ref-

uge. 

Photo by: 

Frank Doyle 

 
Photo by Bill Moses 
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 The National Environmental 
Education Foundation (NEEF), The 

National Audubon Society (NAS) 

and The United State Fish and Wild-

life Service (USFWS) have banded 
together to combat what is likely to 

be the first generation to have a 

shorter life span than their parents! 

  The John Heinz National 

Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum has 

been selected as a participating na-
ture site and we need your help! Are 

you in the pediatric healthcare field? 

Do you have a connection to some-
one in the pediatric healthcare field? 

THEN WE NEED YOU! 

  We are searching for indi-

viduals who would like to join us in 
an upcoming training. The training 

will investi-

gate the re-

search sup-
porting evi-

dence that 

exposure to 
"green space" 

helps indi-

viduals de-
crease the 

incidence of 

obesity, 

asthma, dia-
betes, high 

blood pressure, ADD/ADHD, and 

depression - WOW! 

  "Nature Champions" will 
receive travel expenses and stipend 

for attending the training and assist-

ing nature sites by "prescribing out-

side time" and assisting with pro-

gramming. 

  For more information about 
the Children and Nature Initiative 

and the research involved, please 

visit www.neefusa.org/assets/files/

NIFactSheet.pdf 

  If you are interested in be-
coming a "Nature Champion" please 

contact the refuge at 215-365-3118 

and ask for Environmental Education 

Specialist Erika Scarborough. 

Are you a "Nature Champion"? Then we might be looking for YOU!  

Getting Kids into Nature: An update of the partnership between 

JHNWR at Tinicum, Widener Partnership Charter School, and The 

Friends of the Heinz Refuge at Tinicum  

 Over the last few years, 
many of you have kept up with the 

ongoing partnership between the ref-

uge and the Science Teaching Center 

at Widener University. Dr. Nadine 
McHenry and refuge EE Specialist 

Erika Scarborough have trained the 

graduate students to 
conduct the Satur-

day Ecology Acad-

emy for teen girls in 
the City of Chester. 

Last year, Dr. 

McHenry and Erika 

Scarborough ex-
panded their partner-

ship to include 

Widener Partnership Charter School 
(WPCS), currently a K ï 4th grade 

charter school associated with the 

university. 

 The purpose of the partner-

ship is to further research the best 

practices for teacher professional 
development with a focus on using 

the environment as an integrating 

context. The partnership kicked off 

last summer with an institute for the 
teachers and administrators in the 

school. One need that came up dur-

ing that institute 
was field trips for 

the students to 

the refuge.  

 The 

Friends of the 
Heinz Refuge at 

Tinicum (FOHR) 

thankfully 
stepped in to ful-

fill that need. Thanks to your mem-

bership, 250 students from WPCS 

have visited the refuge during the 
2009-2010 school year, studying 

everything from trees to wetland crit-

ters. 

 The students and staff of the 
Widener Partnership Charter School 

would like to extend their thanks and 

appreciation for providing the oppor-

tunity to visit the refuge and see na-

ture at work. 

 The partnership continues 

with another institute this summer, 

expansion of the school into 5th 

grade, and (we hope) more field trips 

to ñHeinzò! 

Editors Note: 

Part of FOHRôs Mission statement 

is to assist the refuge with environ-

mental education programs.  Pro-

viding buses for the Widener 

Charter School partnership is an 

excellent example of our work, 

which we hope to continue for 

years to come.  
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Changes Are 

Coming to 

Wildlife Ref-

uges Across the 

Nation!!  

The Department 
of Interior has 

recently imple-

mented a new 
initiative, which 

directs staff to 

change the focus 

of their environ-
mental education 

efforts. 

 

Previously the 

main focus on 

environmental 

education was to 
teach the educa-

tors who in turn 

would teach chil-

dren. 

 

Now, with the 
new initiative, the 

focus with be on 

ñhands-onò inter-

action directly 

with children.   

 

Watch for up-
dates on how this 

issue will be han-

dled  at the Heinz 
Refuge in future 

Marsh Musings!!  

Help Your Child Beat Nature Deficit Disorder!  

Try A Page from FWS òLetõs Go Outsideó Website 
 http://www.fws.gov/letsgooutside/  
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Bird Walks last 2ð3 

hours.  They are suit-

able for all level of bird-

ers.  They are weather 

dependent, and begin at 

the Visitor Center 

unless otherwise noted.  

Binoculars are available 

for loan at the visitor 

center front desk. 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Closings 

Refuge buildings will be 

closed on July 4th and 

5th for Federal Holiday.  

The grounds are open 

from sunrise to sunset 

every day. 

June Bird Walks 

12 Tinicum Breeders   Debbie Beer   8AM  

13 Late Spring Birds   Edie Parnum   8AM 

19 Birds, Trees, and Flowers  Tom Reeves   9AM 

20 Birds, Birds, and More Birds  Barb Hiebsch   9AM 

26 Early Summer Birding   Lynn Roman   9AM 

27 Birding by Ear    Gregg Gorton   8AM 
 

July Bird Walks  

3 Birds, Trees, and Flowers  Tom Reeves   9AM 

4 Closed for the Federal Holiday, grounds open sunrise to sunset 

5 Closed for the Federal Holiday, grounds open sunrise to sunset 

10 Prime Summer Birds   Debbie Beer   8AM  

11 Birding by Ear    Gregg Gorton   8AM 

17  Baby Birds    Doris McGovern  9AM 

18  More Baby Birds   Doris McGovern  9AM  

24 Birds and Butterflies   Cliff Hence   2PM 

25 Hot Summer Birds   Barb Hiebsch   9AM  

31 Mid-Summer Birds   Lynn Roman   9AM 

 

August Bird Walks 

1 Hot Birds at Tinicum   Doris McGovern  9AM 

7      Birds, Trees, and Flowers  Tom Reeves   9AM 

8 Birding by Ear    Gregg Gorton   8AM 

14 Late Summer Birds   Debbie Beer   8AM 

15     Tinicumôs Birds    Barb Hiebsch   9AM 

21     Hot Summer Birds   Mary Ellen Krober  9AM 

22 Late Summer Birds   Edie Parnum   9AM 

28 Whoôs Leaving?   Lynn Roman   9AM 

29 More Hot Summer Birds  Bob Confer   9AM 

Summer 2010 Nature Programs  

Summer Flower Walks Join Dick Cloud at 1 pm for a wonderful wildflower walk..   

 June 5    Meet at Visitor Center     

       July 10             Meet at Rt. 420  . 

       August 7      Meet at Rt. 420 


