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Marsh Musings

Come, Celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week With Us

Join In The BIG SIT

The ref ugeBlGSIToh
from dawn to dusk on Sunday,
October 10th. In case you were
wondering, thaBig Sit is a national
event, where teams of enthusiasti
birders gather together in their fa-
vorite location to identify as many
bird species as possible from one
-foot diameter circle.

A group of dedicated bird-
ers will be sitting on the Observa-
tion Platform overlooking the im-
poundment. We welcome any an
all visitors to stop by the BIG SIT
and help us spot some birds. Yol
can join us for 10 minutes, a few
hours, or all day! This is a fun, ca
ual, noncompetitive way to count
birds from dawn to dusk. The
guided walking tours will likely
stop by to see

Two Great Egrets as seen from the
Observation Platform.
Photo By Ron Holmes

|

Take A Wal k F oferingWihé wikKe pf theop spill.

_ . Your actions and donations make a
[o swe 0rge at hir i | | &vdlk t ogifereBlged UNC e a A

For Wildlife 0o fundrai sin g eW@kak for\fva@d to Seeing
kick-off this funilled week. From
9am thru 1pm on October 10th,
we 61 |

a

you at thewalk For Wildlife.

Spread the word! Bring a friend to
b e -shintspdvinksd i n\@sit the Refuge on October 10. Au-
tumn is a lovely time to be walking
the trails.

)

and snacks, and offering guided
tours of the Refuge. Funds will be
raised to support our fellow refuges

17 in the Gulf, who have been espe-
cially impacted by the oil spill.

— —~
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Lovely Pintails on the impoundment.
Photo by Christian Hunold

Waterfowl Weekend

The week wrapsip October
161 7 wi tWaterfowl WeeR-
end0 promoting the

Oiled Pelican on ifs way to a cleaning Stamp Program and highlighting the

station. - Photo by Kim Belton, FWS artistry and tradition of decoy carv-
ing through the participation of the
Ouwafl k For evantisal i P&ayare Valley Decoy Collectors

and Carvers Club.
Working together we will
make a difference!

great way to do something locally,
while helping the birds, turtles and
animals in the gulf area, who are suf-

FOHRBOARD MEETINGS: The public is always welcome to atten
Board Meetings, which are at 6:30 pm in the small building on the oppé@site
side of the parking lot from the Cusano Center ~ 4th Tuesday of the Mpnth.
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The Friends of the Heinz Wildlife
Refuge at Tinicum is a nofprofit
cooperating association founded
in 1997 to assist the U. S. Fish &
Wildlife Service in carrying out its
educational, interpretive, and
public use missions at the John
Heinz National Wildlife Refuge

8601 Lindbergh Boulevard
Philadelphia, PA 19153

www.friendsofheinzrefuge.org
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To Tune In

For the Latest News
you can now
Find Us On

Facebook!!

FOHR Welcomes Two New Board Members

| Debbie

| thrilled to
i be part of
the Friends
of Heinz Refuge (FOHR)oard. |
fell in love with Tinicum as a new
birder, over 10 years agadlived in
center city Philadelphia, and the ref-
uge was the closest/easiest place to
spend a few hours on week-
ends. Edie Parnum, longtime volun-
teer bird walk leader at the refuge,
was my early mentor and remains
one of my dearest friendéd4any of
my new "life birds" were found at
Tinicum, including Brown Creeper,
Wilson's Warbler, Brown Thrasher,
Black-billed Cuckoo and
more. With Edie's encouragement, |
began leadindird walks at Tinicum
a few years agand learned more
about the Friends group.have
served as a volunteer board member
of Valley Forge Audubon Saciety,
on Council forthe local DVOC bird
club,and also as Field Trip leader
for PA Young Birders.Marketing is
my professional background, afhh
excited to help the Friends of Heinz
Refuge promote and market their
many wonderful activitiesI'm
amazed and inspired by the energy
and achievements of tisenall but
dedicated group of people on

theFriends boaravho partner with
refuge staff to implement programs
that inspire people to preserve wild-
life. I'm thankful for the opportunity
andlook forward to working with

the FOHR board on many exciting
projects to come!

Joe Pugh
also joined
the FOHR
Board in
July. Joe
will serve
the Board as
Treasurer.
Our former
Treasurer,
George
Fieo, had to resign due to an in-
creased workload, but before he left,
he recruited Joe Pugh to take his
place. Please join us in thanking
George for all he did for us, and to
welcome Joe who will guide us in
future financial matters.

Joe Pugh has a degree in
Social Work from the University of
Maryland, and a degree in Account-
ing from Villanova University. He
has worked in the field of accounting
for the past 20 years and has spent
the past 8 years working in the Ron
profit field. He enjoys reading, writ-
ing, swimming and hiking. He lives
in Norwood with his wife and 3 kids.

FOHR Thanks You For Your
Continued Membership and
Your Donations. They help us
help the Refuge!

The official registration and financial information of the Friends of the Heinz Refuge at Tinicum may be obtained from
the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toffree within Pennsylvania,

1-800-732-0999.
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More About Our Eagles and Our Webcam

About 25 years ago, New
Jersey instituted a campaign te re
establish Bald Eagles in the state.
That the campaign was successful is
evident today, in that one of the par-
ents of our 2 eaglets had a New Jer-
sey band on his leg.

Today, the Heinz Refuge
offers an expanded wetland habitat
to all wildlife as a result of several
restoration projects which took place
over the years. So, we were thrilled
to discover that our eagle pair found
the refuge to their liking, and chose
it to make their new home.

Sadly, although 2 eaglets
hatched, and both appeared to thrive
while on the nest, one fell out when
exercising his wings. Upon its res-
cue, it was sent to Ftate Bird
Rescue in Delaware. There they
found that its wings were mal-
formed, and that it had a virus. With

More Species of Wildlife Make a
Comeback To the Refuge

In the last 35 to 40 years since the estab-
lishment of the Heinz Refuge, FWS
cleanup efforts and habitat restoration
activities have resulted in the return of
several species of wildlife once thought
lost forever to our environs. We are

7 4 d
Hog Choker (small species of Flounder)
caught in July 2010 off the last dock in
the Ridley Marina. Mike Picciotti

a great feeling of sadness and loss, it
was put down.

We must take heart how-
ever. We DO have one successfully
fledged chick!! Nature works in
mysterious ways, and the normal
process is for the largest and strong-
est of the species to survive. Fre-
quently smaller, weaker or diseased
siblings are pecked upon, and/or,
thrown from the nest. Hence the
phrase Apecking o

Many Thanks To Those Who
Generously Contributed To
The Eagle Webcam Project

ConocoPhillips
ConSer Tech
Kraemer Gunite
Service Painting
Smart Park

r d e r &ennis Danese
Ms. Margaret Emerson
Barbara Hiebsch
Annie Johnson
Jean & Sally Ross
Michael S. Shevlin
Ms. Catherine M. Stock

Tom & Joan Trotman

always thrilled to discover yet another
Aireturneeod. Local
chael Picciotti, has reported some un-
usual catches on Darby Creek in the last
two years, and has shared pictures of
them with us.

Documented for the first time in Darby

Creek, a Bowfin was caught in 2009 off
the Ridley Marina. Mike Picciotti

3

This map of the refuge impoundment
area shows the trails which can be
travelled to reach the best viewing
area for our
line shows the distance that the web-
cam beams must travel before they
reach the Visitoro
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News From FOHR Photo Front

Traveling Exhibit expert, novice, or somewhere in be- &
tween, all are photographers are wel-/&

Over the past. year the comed. The only rule we have is that

Group has been setting up a new all members should be paid members

iTraveling Exhi biotftﬂeréﬂu&éﬁiéhds%foﬁp.l de

but at the refuge in September. The

exhibit, available for display at re- You can make new friends,
gional locations, should provide while having lots of fun, all the
bookings of at least one month. Ex- while providing much needed ser-
hibit locations with high pedestrian  vices to the Heinz Refuge. If you
traffic (corporate centers, banks, like to photograph people and
libraries, municipal buildings, hospi- events, you can help document ref-
tals, universities) and good security uge happenings. If you like to photo-
are preferred. The exhibit, brochures graph nature, we have boundless op- e are a norompetitive group and
and other interpretive material high-  portunities for the asking. If you like nembers are invited to give presen-
lights the natural beauty of the John to work with students, we have our  i5tions and share knowledge. Best

Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at AThru the Lenso ( &ﬁl'—y&u whl ha9e%He %dﬁortﬁnﬁy
Tinicum. teach high school students about to have your favorite photos high-

photography, and the environment. lighted on the Friends web siféor
Our meetings take place at the refuge MOre information please contact

The Photo Group is always 4 the # Sunday of January, April Bill Buchanan at 2153653118 or
looking for new members. Whether July, and October at 10am. Anyone at: William_Buchanan@fws.gov

» i i
Kate Smith, a TTL student learns to pho-
tograph nature.
Photo By Frank Doyle

who wants to have a little pre
meeting field time can meet at 8am,
and then go out esite for a 2 hour
shoot (weather permitting).

Calling All Photographers

Annual Photo Contest Deadline Near

The FOHR Photo Group is in the process of receiving photos for its annual Nature Photo Contest. Contest deadline is
3: 30PM, Thursday, Sept. 9, 2010. Contest wildl be an
Festival on Sept. 18. Guidelines and entry forms are available at the refuge visitor center or at www.fws.gov/heinz.

Contest Rules Prizes

Color OR black and white prints; Adults: (Entry feé $5 per print)
Titles for each image is required; 1s $100; 2nd $50; 3rd $25
All photos should be 8x10 or 8.5x11;

Teens: (Entry fe@ $3 per print
All photos should be on 11x14 mats; (Entry fe@ $3 per print)

1s© $75; 2nd $50; 3rd $25
No larger sizes will be accepted.

No framed images will be accepted. Children: (Noentryfegc hi | dr en

prizes are refuge store qift certs)
Judging will be based on technique, 155 $25: 2né $15: 3rd $10
interest and composition. Species

identification must be included on Proceeds benefit FOHR refuge pro-

any plants or animals depicted. jects. FOHR is a non profit tax ex-
empt association, founded in 1997.
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This Northern Flicker photo taken by
Christian Hunold won 3rd prize in our
2009 photo contest.
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and help host our young guests. For
other youth programs we now have
an official Heinz Refuge Award pro-
gram (sponsored by FOHR) for both
Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts to earn
while visiting and learning about
conservation. See page 15 for more
information on the Badge Program

Autumn is now setting in as the work camps throughout Philadelphia
weather cools and fall migrants be- ~ aréa. Each crew in 2010 year con-  other Refuge Projects of Note
gin their long journeys south along  Sisted of 11 youth aged I8 from

the Atlantic Flyway. Many birds Philadelphia School System (55 total Many work projects are well
stop to visit at this time of year to youth) as well 2 adult group leaders on the way at the refuge including
feed within acres of restored wild per crew (10 total). One overhead the Comprehensive Conservation
rice and other native habitat now SCA Manager works directly with Plan (CCP) a 15 year long range

flourishing at John Heinz National me all year at the refuge to oversee management plan with hopes to have
Wildlife, which serves as an impor- the SCA programs along with 3 in-  draft completed in early 2011. Sev-

tant stepping stone along the major ternships focused on biology and eral step down management plans
migration corridor. As habitat con-  public use projects. are also being worked on including
tinues to improve, new wildlife spe- habitat and deer management, visitor

In partnership with the
YMCA we also ran 10 youth fish
camps of 30 kids each this summer
for a total of 300 new young anglers  jeg trajl work with interns and field
hooked on a fun refuge hobby as g4t construction of a new wheel-
fishing is, of course, one of our pri- chair accessible fishing deck, instal-
ority fibig six0 cgiBPofiah baBié feb i, Ritdodr U

activities of the National Wildlite classroom benches behind the visitor
Refuge System. S— —

services and law enforcement. Physi-
cal projects on the refuge include
continued battling of invasive spe-

cies have been found again this year
on the refuge including both Chuck
Wi | -WiGosv and Mink, while our

Summer Camps at the Refuge

Refuge visitor service staff
and volunteers ran 3 week long envi- i
ronmental education youth camps
Our first ever photo documented MINK  this summer and included many fun
on the refuge. outdoor activities. Our growing
Photo by Christian Hunold partnerships witlPennsylvania Sea
Grant, Delaware County Earth
first ever young bald eagle to hatch  Force, The Philadelphia Zog as - -
at Heinz continues to be seen hunt- well as with numerous schools, ‘ Lo S
ing in the area. helped connect many more kids and SCA students at work building class-
families with nature this year. room benchesPhoto by Jean Diehl

Refuge Partnerships Flourish

Big Brother/Big Sister Program  center, an electronic front entrance
gate and major upgrades to both the
solar and geothermal systems.

This summer we continued
our exciting partnership with the When it comes to connecting
Student Conservation Association  kids with nature, on Saturday, Sep-
(SCA) bringing summer conserva-  tember 28 (the weekend after the Remember to bring your friends and
tion internship programs to inner city birding festival) we will be hostinga f ami | i es on out to
high school students throughout major event for more than 500 youth Many free programs offered every
Philadelphia. Based out of the John in theBig Brothers/Big Sisters Pro- weekend and discover new ways to

: . . . . . connect back with nature on your
Heinz NWR, we again coordinated  gram with a special extra festival all National i 1dlife F

five separate youth conservation of their owneée. So,h&8 N8ife Rofhes Suislly
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The Heinz Refuge ~ As It Was In the Beginning

A Wil dli

Most people living in the area today cannot conceive the indignities that
were inflicted on this most precious wetland and its wildlife before it was

fe Refuge Thatt

set aside as a wildlife refuge. Take a hard look at what local activists faced

while battling to have the refuge established. In the beginning, politicians
said it would never be happen but it DID !!!

Hundreds of acres of wetland were
dredged and filled in conjunction with
the development of95. Today, those
wetlands are slowly being restored.

Raw sewage constantly flowed into
Darby Creek, immediately adjacent to
the dike trail leading to the observation
platform. Rerouting sewage to regional
facility eliminated most of these flows.

Landfills were constructed directly upon
tidal wetlands. Holes were dredged up
to 40 feet deep, filled with trash, and

then used as a platform to deposit even

more trash. Today, although the land-
fills are closed, they are superfund sites.

These photos depict the nature of the
landfillsd often on fire, always blowing
trash into the nearby creek and wetlands. and running.
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Over the years there came a groundswell
of public support for the establishment

of Tinicum Marsh as a wildlife refuge.
Literally hundreds of organizations of all
types banded together and were heard!!

Spearheading the Tinicum Marsh preser-
vation effort in Delaware County, one
local organization (Concerned Area
Residents for Preservation of Tinicum
Marsh CARP) frequently testified before
the US Congress in support of refuge
enabling legislation.

Finally, in June 1972 a bill was passed
which created the long sought wildlife
refuge at Tinicum. Subsequently 5
more pieces of legislation were
passed, adding additional lands, and
authorizing funds to get the refuge up

Marsh Musings Autumn 2010



