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     C e l e b r a t i n g  2 0  Y e a r s  o f  S u p p o r t  F o r  t h e  H e i n z  R e f u g e ! 

 

F R I E N D S  O F  H E I N Z  R E F U G E 
 N e w s l e t t e r       W i n t e r  2 0 1 7        V o l u m e  0 4 1 7  

Americaôs first urban wildlife ref-
uge, John Heinz National Wildlife 
Refuge at Tinicum, is uniquely posi-
tioned in the heart of a highly urban 
environment with a population 6 mil-
lion strong. The Friends of Heinz 
Refuge (FOHR) strongly believes 
that it is up to our generation to guide 
todayôs youth toward becoming fu-
ture champions for nature!  

But the big question isðhow can 
youth become nature champions 
when so many of them have no op-
portunities to discover the value of a 
tree, bee, or butterfly, or the im-
portance of clean air and water? One 
answer is to introduce them to mean-
ingful experiences in the outdoors. 

FOHRôs solution was to establish a 
Field Trip Bus Fund that provides 
buses to area educators with limited 
budgets, so that their students can 
make field trips to the refuge a reali-
ty.  Once there, educators can use our 
ñoutdoor classroomsò to create an 

experience the children will never 
forget, their first step in the critical 
journey towards future environmen-
tal advocacy.   

Sadly, when our bus funds are de-
pleted, we must turn away school 
groups in need of transportation to 
the refuge.  Wonôt you please help 
us? 

 

Last year FOHR provided $8500 to 
bring 40 school buses, carrying 1635 
young people to the Heinz Refuge 
for a hands-on opportunity to discov-
er nature outside the classroom. 

OUR GOAL THIS YEAR IS TO 
MEET OR EXCEED THIS 

AMOUNT! 

 Wonôt you consider making a per-
sonal donation of any amount to the 
FOHR Field Trip Bus Fund? 

Other options to support the 
Field Trip Bus Fund include:: 

Telling friends about our Bus Fund, 
encouraging them to donate; 

Telling your employer about the 
Bus Fund; ask them to become a 
sponsor; 

ONE bus costs an average of 
$200.00. Will you (or your group) 
sponsor a school bus visit? 

Add your name to our growing 
team of supporters; Join or renew 
your FOHR membership now.               
 Article written by Jean Diehl, 
Lynn Roman, and Kim Sheridan 

THE BEST GIFT OF ALL 
IS ONE THAT KEEPS ON GIVING!  

Become a FOHR Field 
Trip Bus Partner!  

 

Make a fully tax deducti-
ble donation to our Bus 
Fund today to invest in 
shaping a stronger envi-
ronmental advocacy  
tomorrow. . . 

 

ñOne-School-Bus-
Field-Trip-at-a-Timeò.  

"If we wish children to flourish, 
to become truly  empowered, 
then let us allow them to love 
the earth before we ask them to 
save it.ò                 David Sobel                 Jean Diehl 

FWS File Photo 

Adrian Binns 

https://friendsofheinzrefuge.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aed1807d8d15f786d1f213693&id=733baeb997&e=6fb925ad24
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Friends of Heinz Refuge 20th year 
annual meeting was a huge success.  
Besides our usual events from the 
Groundhog Festival to the Fall Fes-
tival, we had a wonderful annual 
meeting that included Doug Talla-
my, author of Bringing Nature 
Home and professor at University of 
Delaware, and an interview with our 
founding board member, Jean 
Diehl.   

At our annual meeting, members 
provided feedback on new activities 
and events to hold at the refuge.  
Some ideas included photography 
class, night walks, and restoration 
projects. These are all great ideas 
and a few we plan to pursue.  In par-

ticular, the Friends plan to provide a 
free lunch with presentation to a 
business each quarter that leaves a 
business card in the ñbird boxò at 
the front desk of the refuge.  We are 
looking for opportunities to meet 
new people, share our message, and 
find new partners.  If you have any 
ideas for 2018, feel free to email us 
at info@friendsofheinzrefuge.org. 

Lastly, our partners in Eastwick 
will be celebrating a history of suc-
cess at their first celebration on Fri-
day, January 26, 2018.  Friends of 
Heinz Refuge is a sponsor and 
members plan to attend.    See more 
details on page 4, and I hope to see 
you there and at the refuge in 2018. 

A quarterly publication of the 
Friends of  Heinz Refuge. 
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Our Mission  

   

In Support of Americaôs First 
Urban Wildlife Refuge 

  

The Friends of Heinz Refuge is a 
non-profit charitable organization  
working in partnership with John 
Heinz  National Wildlife Refuge 
to connect people with nature and     
promote a culture of environmen-
tal stewardship through education, 
outreach, service and nature-based 
recreation for the conservation of 
wildlife & habitat.   

Marsh Musings 

FOHR Board Meetings 

 FOHR board meetings held on 
the 3rd Monday of the month at 6 
pm  in the Visitor Center and are 
open to the public.  To check for 
possible schedule changes, and/or  
to let us know that you plan to  
attend, you can either   call us at 
215-365-3118,   or email us at             
info@friendsofheinzrefuge.org. 

Presidentôs Corner  
Feedback From Our Members Shape New Plans 

 

  Jaclyn Rhoads 

 

FOHR held its 20th anniversary celebration on Saturday, November 4th, 
and the weather couldnôt have been nicer.  Approximately 80 people attended 
with many of them kicking off the dayôs festivities with an almost 2 hour 
tram tour around the refuge, bringing far flung vistas up close and personal 
for all. 

After a lovely lunch our members were briefed on upcoming refuge affairs 
by our manager, Lamar Gore, and were treated to an interview with founding 
board member, Jean Diehl, who relived strategic moments in the fight to save 
the refuge, and enjoyed  an excellent presentation by Doug Tallamy about the 
merits of ñBringing Nature Homeò.  Following the entertainment part of the 
agenda the FOHR business meeting was held and elections of new board 
members took place.  The culminating treat for meeting attendees was a kay-
ak expedition on Darby Creek. 

Three board current members,  Jeannette Guess, Chuck Lafferty, and Lynn 
Roman were re-elected to the board.  One long time board member, Hank 
Hox, retired, and one new board member, Dale Harris, was elected.   

FOHRôs 20th Anniversary Board Meeting 
Enjoyed by All  

Jeannette 

Guess 

Dale   

Harris 

Hank Hox 

Chuck       

Lafferty 

Lynn Roman 
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Earlier this month, a key Senate 
committee voted to change the core 
purpose of the Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge from wildlife conserva-
tion to oil and gas development by 
burying this amendment in the heart 
of the upcoming tax code revision. 
Now this provision is an integral part 
of the Senateôs proposed tax package. 

In the dead of night; when they 
thought nobody was watching, the 
Senate voted on this sweeping meas-
ure that will open the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas devel-
opment if it reaches the President's 
desk with its current wording intact. 

 Scratched in handwritten notes in 
the margins of a bill that no lawmak-
er had time to read, the Senate signed 
the death sentence for the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge - and the an-
ticipated $1 billion in revenue raised 
by this action will be used to provide 
tax cuts for corporations.   

There is still hope, if we take 
immediate steps to let our legis-
lators know how we feel about 
their vote on this highly critical 
issue. Please contact them at once, 
and ask your friends to do so as 
well. 

 Now this Senate Bill must go back 
to the House for a conference in 
which the two houses must reconcile 
their differences in the two bills.  
Once a compromise is reached, a sin-
gle bill will be passed on to the Presi-
dent to sign. 

This is our last chance to stop 
this death sentence for the Arc-
tic Refuge from becoming law. 

 Please call your Senators and Rep-
resentative at (202) 224-3121 or 
email them here and ask them to 
strip out this provision during con-
ference in exchange for your vote. 

  

Our Local House and Senate 
Members from PA are: 

Ryan Costello (6th District)  

Patrick Meehan (7th District)  

Brian Fitzpatrick  (8 District)  

Senator Pat Toomey  

Senator Robert Casey, Jr. 

It is critical that they hear from you 
that you want them to vote to keep 
the Arctic Refuge pristine and its 
wildlife protected from destructive oil 
operations and toxic oil spills.  

A truly sustainable Arctic habitat is 
crucial to maintaining the food chain 
which is so important to human life 
as we know it. 

We can push Congress to make the 
right choice for wildlife together.  

Thank you for standing with us. 
Weôre in this fight together and with 
your help, we can save the Arctic 
Refuge, protect the wildlife who call 
it home, and protect the human food 
chain as well.  

Please contact both of your U.S. 
Senators and U.S. Representative ask 
them to oppose the inclusion of any 
language that seeks to drill in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. This 
move to open the Refuge is all about 
money, money, money. This refuge 
and its wildlife are priceless, and we 
should protect them at all costs. 

Editorsô Note:  Please note that in 
order to access the links enclosed in 
this article you must first do a 
ñcontrol/clickò. 

You will be taken to the home page 
of the National Wildlife Refuge Asso-
ciation and from there you can follow 
the prompts. 

Please do this todayðevery voice 
counts and remember ñTogether we 
can make great things happenò.   

BI-PARTISAN SUPPORT FOR THE ARCTIC      

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE MATTERS! 
Caroline Brouwer, National Wildlife Refuge Association, (slightly edited by Jean Diehl) 

ñHere is your country! 
Cherish these natural 
wonders, cherish the 
natural resources,   
cherish the history and     
romance as a sacred 
heritage, for your     
children and your chil-
dren's children. Do not 
let selfish men or greedy 
interests skin your coun-
try of its beauty, its  
riches or its romanceò.  

     Theodore Roosevelt 

Wildlife champions like you are essential for our efforts to 

halt this unwise legislation. Your support matters ð more 

now than ever! Since Alaska became our 49th state, the 

Arctic Refuge has been considered sacred and efforts to 

open it to oil and gas drilling have been rebuffed by con-

servationists from across the political spectrum. Although 

fossil fuels spark debate, a common refrain ð even amongst 

those in favor of oil and gas drilling ð is that the Arctic Ref-

uge is too important, too priceless to be sullied. 
Christopher Michel 

http://out02.thedatabank.com/?r=MTAwMw0KSjMyNTIzNi1DMTgzLU0yMDIyNDMtLWV0YXlsb3INCjM3MTU2MTgzOTI3Mzg5MTA2NDk0NjIwMjI0MzExNQ0KYmIwMDAwMDAzZGJlZDgNCmh0dHA6Ly9yZWZ1Z2Vhc3NvY2lhdGlvbi5vcmcvYWR2b2NhY3kvcmVmdWdlLWlzc3Vlcy9hcmN0aWMvDQphcmN0aWMNCm1yc3RpbmljdW1AY29tY2F
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